
New for the 2016-2017 school year is the One School One Book summer reading program.  

Rather than having several books to read over the summer, Elyria Catholic has selected one 

required reading title for the entire EC community.  The premise is simple: people coming 

together through the reading and discussion of a common book, but the benefits of the 

program are many.  The goal of EC’s One School One Book program is to promote literacy, 

intergenerational book-centered discussion, and to foster a sense of community by bringing 

people together through literature.  We are strongly encouraging the entire EC community—

students as well as parents, faculty and staff, as well as alumni— to read the book.  This helps 

facilitate dialogue and discussion as one community. 

Students in each grade level will have required assignments that they will need to fulfill at the 

start of the 2016-2017 school year.  These assignments will be specific to each grade level 

Language Arts curriculum.   

The book for the 2016-2017 One School One Book program is  

A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Oberlin College graduate 

Ishmael Beah.   

In A Long Way Gone, Beah, now twenty-five years old, tells a riveting story: how at the age of 

twelve, he fled attacking rebels and wandered a land rendered unrecognizable by violence. By 

thirteen, he'd been picked up by the government army, and Beah, at heart a gentle boy, found 

that he was capable of truly terrible acts.  What is war like through the eyes of a child soldier? 

How does one become a killer? How does one stop? Child soldiers have been profiled by 

journalists, and novelists have struggled to imagine their lives. But until now, there has not been a 

first-person account from someone who came through this hell and survived. 

(synopsis taken from Amazon.com) 

 

 


